
Chrysalis 

Newsletter 

Welcome! 
Welcome to all of our families and especially all new children 

joining us this September. We hope you had a fantastic summer 

break. 

This term lots of our children have moved on to big school. We 

will really miss them but are so proud to see them starting their 

new adventure. They all looked so grown up at our Graduation 

Ceremony at the end of term, which was a lovely way for every-

one to say goodbye and toast the Class of 2017.  

Thank you for the beautiful cards and gifts we received at the 

end of term – some of your words made us cry! 

Autumn Term 

2017 

New additions 

We are excited to announce the addition of two new members 

to the Chrysalis team this term. Our lovely teacher Elaine has 

found us two eight week old guinea pigs who will be residing in 

a hutch she has kindly donated to us, in our outdoor area.  

We feel the children will enjoy learning about caring for ani-

mals, especially for any families who don’t have pets at home. 

Our children have reacted so positively to the Zoolab visits 

each term when they are able to handle a whole variety of 

animals, we thought it would be nice for us to have this lovely 

experience as a permanent feature in the nursery. Elaine has 

been caring for the guinea pigs, which are two little boys, over the holidays and we will be asking the children 

to decide upon names for them at the start of term. If any children are susceptible to allergies, please do 

speak to your child’s key worker so that we can make all staff aware.  
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We thought that you’d like to see 

some photos of our learning walks. 

These small excursions provide us 

with great opportunities for dis-

cussions about our local commu-

nity, road safety, nature study and 

more challenging physical play. 

Learning Walks 

Here are some of last term’s activities... 
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We love our new building area at 

the rear of the nursery. Our bud-

ding civil engineers have been 

working hard surveying the job in 

hand! 

Our New Building Area 

Mini Sports Day 

Our sports coaches Scott & Natalie of 

Blast Sports arranged a mini sports 

day for some of the children as part 

of National Schools Sports Week. We 

enjoyed taking part in some great 

races and nobody went home empty 

handed as all the children were 

awarded with a Winner’s Medal and 

certificate. 

Zoolab Visit 

Last term’s ‘Rainforest’ workshop fascinated 

our children who learnt about the creatures 

that live there, the difficult habitat and how 

the animals adapt to life in the steamy, wet 

forest. We wriggled like millipedes and slith-

ered like snakes!  



As part of our ‘In the Garden’ project 

last term the children did some great 

planting activities. We enjoy tasting 

the fruit and vegetables that we’ve 

grown and learning about the insects 

who visit the plants. Our cucumbers 

have grown quite big over the holidays!  

We made some beautiful ‘In the Garden’ artwork... 
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Planting & Growing 

We can also see lots of mini-

beasts in our bug hotel. 

We made a bee hive in the nursery and learnt 

about their waggle dancing and how they make 

honey. We all enjoyed tasting some honey 

made by bees in Dorset. Some of us visited 

the Priest’s House Museum during half term 

for their Busy Bees Week with lots of great 

bee related activities for children.  

Butterfly and Frog Life Cycles 

We watched as our real-life caterpillars slowly turned into 

butterflies and then we set them free in the garden to 

start their life cycle all over again. We fed our tadpoles 

and watched them growing legs to change into frogs. We 

set them free into the pond where they will lay eggs and 

then more tadpoles will hatch. 



Thanks to all our parents who completed the survey.  

Overall, you have rated us an average score of 4.4 out of 5.  

We were particularly pleased that when asked "How do you rate 

the quality of education and care at Chrysalis?" you rated us at 

4.65 out of 5. 

"How happy is your child whilst at Chrysalis?" gave us a 4.54. 

House of Maths 
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Our children love Barney’s specially designed shows that he has developed in conjunction with us to capture 

our children’s interest and love of numbers at a very early age. 

Shape and pattern recognition, adding and subtracting are presented in simple fun ways so that our children 

are excited to learn about mathematical concepts. This forms a really great foundation for later success at 

school. 

Our main project this term is ‘The 

Oceans’. We will be learning about 

our planet’s great oceans and eve-

rything in, on and next to them!  

 

Even very young children have an 

inborn sense of the ocean’s immen-

sity. Standing on the water’s edge, 

it is clear that there is no “other 

side”! 

 

Children are fascinated by large ocean animals- whales, dolphins, sharks, and children’s literature featuring 

ocean creatures abounds. 

 

We have lots of great activities planned for our ‘Ocean’ themed pro-

ject but always welcome input from our parents. If you have any 

ideas or would like to come into the nursery to talk about a hobby 

connected to the ocean, the children will be very excited to welcome 

you to Chrysalis.  

  

Survey Results 

The Oceans 

Projects for the Autumn term... 



In the second half of the term, as well as all the usual 

festive preparations for Christmas, we will be learning 

about ‘Space’. We will be talking about the planets in 

our solar system, the stars, the Moon and the Sun. 

Young astronauts can build their own rocket and ‘fly to 

infinity and beyond! 
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Space! 

Christmas 
We will send out information about our Christmas party and Carol Con-

cert nearer to the time. This year Krazy Kev and his rabbit will be en-

tertaining the children at the party and, as usual, there will be a visit 

from Father Christmas. 

Funding Information 
Information for parents on all types of Government funding can now be 

found on the Childcare Choices website. Please ask in the nursery if you 

want more information on how funding can assist with the cost of your 

fees. We are now registered to accept fee payment via the Government’s 

new Tax Free Childcare system. 

www.childcarechoices.gov.uk 

 

We thought that our parents should be made aware of the difficulties some nurseries across the country are 

facing with ever increasing overheads, insufficient funding rates and loss of funding for staff training. To ad-

dress the problem of the many closures of nurseries, local government have set up ‘Business Advisors’ to help 

struggling nurseries to become more inventive to remain sustainable. These are some of their suggestions re-

ported by nurseries to Nursery World Magazine: 

 

 Asking the staff to work voluntarily for a term until ‘things improve’. 

 Asking a volunteer to do the admin or asking the manager to do it in her own time unpaid 

 Not paying for cleaning and getting the staff to do it when the nursery is open 

 Operating at absolute minimum legal staff : child ratios 

 Paying all staff the same amount regardless of qualifications, experience or responsibility of their role 

 Not paying for staff tea and coffee 

 Staff offering a takeaway meal or ironing service to parents 

http://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/


And finally…. 
We’re really excited to welcome our new children to 

the Chrysalis family. 

For any parents who are feeling a little anxious about 

leaving their child for the first time, your child’s key 

worker will help to reassure you during the settling in 

period. We will take lots of photographs to show you 

that your child is having fun, and we’ll tell you about 

his or her day so that you will still feel a part of it. 

Before long you’ll both be feeling happy and confident 

about your time apart from each other.  

 

This term is always a busy one, and all of the Chrysalis 

team are looking forward to some great Autumnal ac-

tivities with the children! 

Perdy 

Dates for your Diary... 
Jerry Fenner, our photographer, will be coming into 

school on 17th October from 9am onwards for individual 

portraits and all children (and siblings!) are welcome to 

attend. If this is not a session your child normally at-

tends please speak to a member of staff. 

Please remember... 

An important reminder: Chrysalis does not open until 8.45am. The door will remain closed until this time as it is 

a very important time for staff to prepare the learning environment and discuss/plan the day ahead. 

 

Term and holiday dates for the year ahead are available on our website... Chrysalis - Hours, Fees & Holidays 

We’d like to reassure our parents that we will be doing none of the above, as our highly skilled and qualified 

teachers deserve to be properly rewarded for the amazing care and education they provide for our children. 

The additional service charges that you pay ensure that we are able to properly recognise the responsibility 

and dedication required for their roles. 

Is my child too ill to come to nursery? 
We have come across a useful resource from the N.H.S. Which lists common illnesses and gives sound advice 

on how to treat them and whether your child should stay away from nursery or school. We will put  this link on 

our website for your future reference.  

 

http://www.what0-18.nhs.uk/parents-and-carers/should-your-child-go-school-today/ 

 

Of course our staff have considerable knowledge and experience of childhood ailments and are more than 

happy to offer advice. 

http://montessorinurseries.com/hours-fees-and-holidays-2/
http://www.what0-18.nhs.uk/parents-and-carers/should-your-child-go-school-today/

